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LLANDILO 

Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Report 


of  the 


Medical  Officers  of  Health 

. 1947  and  1948. 


LLANDILO  : 

Isaac  Harries,  Printer,  Towy  Press. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  the  Yecir  194  7 & 194  8. 


TO  THE  LLANDILO  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  our  Annual 
Reports  for  the  two  years  ending  December  31st,  1948. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  236,655  acres. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  the  resident  pop- 
ulation is  25,090  (1947)  and  26,314  (1948). 

Since  our  last  Annual  Report  there  have  been  three 
changes  in  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  viz.: 

(1)  Dr.  IT.  D.  Walters  was  appointed  part  time  Med- 
ical Officer  of  Health  for  the  Llandovery  Sub-District  in 
March,  1947. 

(2)  Mr.  Gwyn  Thomas  was  appointed  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  District  in  Lebruary,  1947. 

(3)  Mr.  D.  Brinley  Evans  was  appointed  as  an 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  in  June,  1948. 

Our  Report  has  been  divided  into  two  main  sections.: 

(1)  Medical  Statistics,  and 

(2)  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


1947.  1948. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

399 

209  1 

1 

100- 

417 

210 

1 207 

1 

Illegitimate 

14 

1 

10  1 

1 

4 

22 

14 

1 

1 8 

1 

Legitimate  and 

413 

1 

219  1 

194 

439 

224 

1 

1 215 

illegitimate 

1 

1 

1 

1 

The  Bii’th  rate  for  1947  is  16.46  per  1,000  estimated 

population. 

The  Birth  rate  for  1948  is  16.68  per  1,000  estimated 

population. 

The  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  1947  is  20.5 

per  1,000  estimated  population. 

The  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  1948  is  17.9 

per  1,000  estimated  population. 


STILL  BIRTHS 


1947.  1948. 

Total.  Male.  Female.  Total.  Male.  Female. 


Legitimate 

1 i 

1 1 

12  1 6 1 6 

1 1 

7 

1 

1 

5 1 2 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 1 

0 10  1 0 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 1 0 

1 

Legitimate  and 

1 1 

12  1 6 1 6 

i 8 

1 

6 1 2 

illegitimate 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

1 
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The  Still  Birth  rate  lor  1947  is  0.47  per  1,000  estimated 
population. 

The  Still  Birth  rate  for  1948  is  0.304  per  1,000  estimated 
population. 

The  Still  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  1947  is 
0.50  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  lor  England  and  Wales  1948  is 
0.42  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


DEATHS 


1947. 

1948. 

Total 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Male. 

Female 

339 

1 

1 

1 184 

1 

1 

1 

1 155 

1 

317 

1 

1 

1 170 

1 

147 

The  Death  rate  for  1947  is  15.9  per  1,000  estimated 

population. 

The  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  1947  is  12.0 

per  1,000  estimated  population. 

The  Death  rate  for  1948  is  12.05  per  1,000  estimated 

population. 

The  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  1948  is  10.8 

per  1,000  estimated  population. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Number.  Death  Rate  per  1000 

Live  and  Still  Births. 


1 

1 

1 

1947  1 

1948 

1947 

1948 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

1 

1 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Puerperal 

1 

Causes  1 

1 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

The  Maternal  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales  1947 
is  0.50  per  1,000  for  Live  and  Still  Births. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales  1948 
is  0.86  per  1,000  for  Live  and  Still  Births. 


DEATH  RATE  OE  INEANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OE  AGE  : 


1947. 


Total.  Male.  Female 

Death  Rate. 

Legitimate 

14 

1 

1 

6 1 8 

1 

1 

35.09  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births. 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

0 1 2 

1 

1 

150  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births. 

Total 

16 

1 

6 1 10 

1 

1 

38.99  per  1,000  live  births 

(legitimate  & illegitimate). 

The  Infant  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  41 
per  1,000  total  Live  Births. 
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1948. 


Total.  Male.  Female 


Death  Rate. 


Legitimate 

1 

1 

1 12 

1 

1 

9 1 

3 

1 

1 

1 28.77 

1 

1 

per  1,000  legitimate 
births. 

live 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

0 

1 

1 45.0 

per  1,000  illegitimate 

live 

1 

1 

1 

1 

births. 

Total 

1 

1 13 

10  1 

3 

1 

29.6  per  1,000  live  births 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(legitimate  & illegitimate). 

The  Infant  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  34 
per  1,000  total  Live  Births. 

1.  Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  : 

1947— One  Female  ; 1943— One  Male. 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  : 

1947  is  0.01  per  1,000  total  population. 

1948  is  9.34  per  1,000  total  population. 

2.  Death  Rate  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages): 

1947— Nil  ; 1948— Nil. 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  : 

1947  is  0.02  per  1,000  population. 

1948  is  3.42  jjer  1,000  population. 

3.  Death  rate  from  Diphtheria  (all  ages)  : 

1947— Nil  ; 1948— Nil. 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  : 

1947  is  0.13  per  1,000  population. 

1948  is  0.14  per  1,000  population. 

4.  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 -years  of  age)  • 

1947-Nil  ; 1948-Nil. 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  : 

1947— Nil  ; 1948  is  3.3  per  1,000  population. 


« 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Cancer  : 

1947 —  Males  : 19.  Females — 31.  Total — 50. 

1948 —  Males  : 30.  Females — ^23.  Total — 53. 


1947. 

Site  Males.  Females. 

Total. 

1948. 

Site  Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Uterus 

0 

1 5 

1 5 

Uterus 

0 

3 

1 3 

Tongue  & 

2 

1 0 

1 2 

Tongue  & 

4 

0 

1 4 

Oesophagus 

Oesophagus 

Stomach  & 

5 

1 9 

1 14 

Stomach  & 

13 

4 

1 17 

Duodenum 

Duodenum 

Breast 

0 

1 5 

1 5 

Breast 

0 

8 

1 8 

Other  Sites 

12 

1 12 

1 24 

Other  Sites 

13 

8 

1 21 

Total 

19 

1 31 

1 50 

Total 

30 

23 

1 53 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 

Four  hundred  and  forty-one  notilicalions  of  Infectious  Diseases 
were  received  in  1947. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
were  received  in  1948. 


Diseases. 

1947 

1948 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

58 

Measles 

376 

58 

Pneumonia 

15 

14 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyre.xia 

0 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

5 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0 

3 

Weil's  Disease 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

34 

Typhoid 

1 

0 

TOTAL 

441 

170 

There  were  no  Deatlis  in  1947  due  to  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping 
Cough,  Cercbro-Spinal  Fever,  Diphtheria  or  Typhoid. 

One  girl  died  from  Measles  in  1947. 

There  were  no  deaths  in  1948  due  to  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping 
Cough,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  Diphtheria  or  Typhoid. 
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One  boy  died  from  Measles  in  1948. 

In  1947  there  were  10  deaths  due  to  Pneumonia. 
In  1948  there  were  15  deaths  due  to  Pneumonia. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

In  1947,  Seventy-five  (75)  children  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria. 

In  1948,  Two  hundred  and  three  (203)  children  were  immunised 
against  Diphtheria  : 

Aged  0—5  years  ...  190  immunised. 

Aged  5 — 15  years  ...  13  immunised. 

In  1948,  Fifty-three  (53)  children  received  a re-inforcing  in- 
jection. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES, 
ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  DEATH  RATES  & CASE  RATES 
for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  years 

1947,  1948  : 

Llandilo  Rural  District  ; England  and  Wales  . 

London. 

Rates  per  1,000  population. 

BIRTHS  : 


Llandilo  England  and 

R.D.C.  Wales.  London 


1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

Live  Births 

1 

116.46 

1 

16.68 

1 

20.501 

1 1 

17.90 

22.70 

20.10 

Still  Births 

1 

0.47 

0 304 

1 1 
0 50 

0.42 

1 

0.49 

0.39 

DEATHS  : 

Llandilo 

R.D  C. 

England  and 
Wales. 

London 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

All  Causes 

1 

...115.9 

1 

12.42 

1 12.00 

10.80 

12.80 

11.60 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

1 

...!  0 

1 

0 

1 0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

...i  0 
i 

0 

1 0 

1.73 

0 

1.37 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

...|  0 

1 

0 

1 0.02 

0.42 

O.C-2 

0 01 

Diphtheria 

1 

...1  0 

1 

0 

1 0.13 

0.08 

0.14 

0.10 

Influenza 

0.08 

1 

0.038 

1 

I 0.C9 

0.03 

0.08 

0.02 

Smallpsox 

1 

...|  0 

0 

1 0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

...|  0.041  0.038 

1 9 41 

934 

5.29 

9.17 
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Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Llandilo  England  and 

R.D.C.  Wales.  London 


1947 

1918 

1917 

1948 

1947 

1948 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

41 

39 

1 41 

34 

37 

31 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under  2 lyears  of  age 

0 

0 

1 5.8 

i3 

4.8 

2.4 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATES  : 

Llandilo 

R.D.C. 

England  and 
Wales. 

London 

1917 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0.10 

0.11 

• • • • 

. . • • 

Abortion  without  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0.06 

0.05 

.... 

.... 

Puerperal  Infections 

0 

“■ 

0.16 

0.13 

.... 

.... 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0.08 

0.04 

0.85 

0.73 

.... 

.... 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  EACH  DISEASE  : 
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Cause  of  Death. 

Measles 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Heart  Disease 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Peptic  Ulcer 
Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Acute  Chronic  Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  Disease 

Congenital  Debility,  premature 
birth 

Senility 

Suicide 

Otlier  Violence 
All  other  Causes 
Syphilis 

Premature  Birth 
Road  Accident 

All  Causes 


1947.  1W8. 

Male  Female  Male  Female 


0 

1 1 

1 

0 

1 

1 1 

1 

0 

0 

0 1 

0 

0 

7 

9 1 

3 

5 

0 

2 1 

4 

3 

19 

31  1 

30 

23 

2 

2 1 

1 

2 

19 

21  1 

19 

23 

1 63 

44  1 

40 

51 

1 5 

3 1 

4 

4 

1 10 

2 1 

9 

2 

1 7 

3 1 

12 

3 

1 13 

2 1 

8 

1 

1 1 

0 1 

2 

0 

0 

0 1 

1 

1 1 

2 

1 1 

3 

1 2 

3 

7 1 

5 

1 7 

0 

0 1 

0 

1 0 

0 

2 

0 

1 1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 1 

0 

0 

0 

1 0 

4 

0 

3 

1 2 

5 

4 

3 

1 3 

18 

13 

12 

1 11 

1 

0 

0 

1 0 

3 

3 

6 

1 1 

0 

0 

0 

1 1 

184 

155 

1 

1 170 

1 147 
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Following  inspections  of  factories  by  Il.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories,  three  coniinunications  were  received  from  himi 
calling  attention  to  defects  requiring  the  attention  of  this^ 
Council.  The  complaints  were  investigated  and  remedied. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 


Chemical  Analysis. 

1947 

1948 

Number  of  Samples  taken 

7 

1 

Number  of  Samples  satisfactory  ... 

7 

1 

Number  of  Samples  unsatisfactory 

d 

0 



0 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

1947 

1918 

Number  of  Samples  taken 

31 

40 

Number  of  Samples  satisfactory  ... 

25 

29 

Number  of  Samples  unsatisfactory 

6 

11 

In  main,  the  reasons  for  the  unsatisfactory  results  of 
samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from  our  public 
supplies  are  twofold,  viz.: 

(i)  certain  of  the  samples  were  taken  during  a period 
when  the  chlorination  plant  at  Brynamman  was  not  in  proper 
working  order,  and 


(ii)  certain  of  our  smaller  supplies  are  untreated  and 
liable  to  slight  surface  pollution. 
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(b)  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 


Chemical  Analysis. 

1947 

1948 

Number  of  Samples  taken 

0 

1 

Number  of  Samples  satisfactory  ... 

0 

1 

Number  of  Samples  unsatisfactory 

0 

0 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

1947 

1948 

Number  of  Samples  taken 

1 

38 

68 

Number  of  Samples  satisfactory  ... 

1 

30 

35 

1 

Number  of  Samples  unsatisfactory 

8 

33 

rhe  majority  of  these  private  supplies  are  derived  from 
shallow  wells  and  surfaee  springs,  whieh  are  at  all  times  liable 
to  contamination.  Advice  to  owners  is  continually  being  given 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors,  how  best  such  supplies  might  be 
protected;  their  principal  concern,  however,  is  to  ascertain 
by  a thorough  survey,  whether  there  is  a liability  to  human 
pollution.  When  the  human  pollution  risks  can  be  excluded, 
then  the  supplies,  though  possibly  unsatisfactory  bacteriol- 
ogically,  are  rarely  dangerous. 


HOUSE  CONNECTIONS. 

37  additional  houses  were  connected  to  the  public  mains 
in  1947  and  61  houses  in  1943,  making  a total  of  98.  The 
majority  of  such  connections  were  made  voluntarily,  and  the 
remainder  by  the  service  of  Statutory  Notices  on  owners. 
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PARTICULAIIS  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  DWELLING 
HOUSES  AND  NUMBER  OF  POPULATION 
SUPPLIED  FROM  PUBLIC  MAINS,  etc.,  1948. 


MAINS 

SUPPLY. 

PRIVATE 

SUPPLIES. 

Direct  to 

House. 

By  Stand-pipes. 

Parish. 

Number  Popul- 
of  ation. 

Houses. 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

Popul- 

ation 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

Popul- 

ation. 

Llandilo  South 

1 

1 164 

1 

599 

13 

42 

1 

176 

678 

Llandilo  North  ) 

1 

1 32 

1 

112 

47 

134 

307 

1114 

Llanegwad 

1 37 

[ 

118 

42 

136 

252 

845 

Llangadock 

1 175 

1 

460 

37 

96 

162 

490 

Llanddeusant 

1 

1 3 

1 

15 

7 

10 

97 

239 

1 

Llandingat  Without  1 2 

7 

85 

252 

Llandyfeisant 

1 

1 7 

22 

12 

51 

Llanfairarybryn 

1 20 

1 

52 

150 

616 

Llanfihangel 

Aberbythich 

1 

1 

1 148 

583 

27 

124 

145 

483 

Llanfynydd 

1 26 
i 

82 

18 

36 

124 

398 

Llangathen 

1 

1 3 

1 

10 

26 

86 

126 

486 

Llansadwrn 

1 16 

65 

150 

456 

Llansawel 

1 32 

1 

80 

25 

59 

94 

311 

Llanwrda 

1 

1 

I 

115 

355 

Talley 

1 22 

1 

41 

98 

294  ^ 

Conwil  Caio 

1 

1 

1 

335 

985 

Cilycwm 

1 

1 

1 

204 

464 

Myddfai 

1 

1 

1 

161 

535 

Bettws 

1 253 

857 

1 

3 

22 

74 

Llandebie 

1 2027  ' 

1 

7595 

17 

57 

98 

354 

Quarter  Bach 

1 1005 

3252 

31 

99 

73 

276 
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GENERAL  NOTE  ON  THE  WATER 
SUPPLIES  IN  YOUR  AREA. 

LLANDILO  SOUTH  SUB-DISTRICT. 

The  Parish  of  Llandebie  and  parts  of  the  Parish  of 
Llandilo  Rural  are  provided  with  a piped  water  supply  by  the 
Loughor  Joint  Water  Board.  The  water  is  Filtered  and  chlor- 
inated. The  supply  to  the  high  levels  (of  Penygroes  and  certain 
portions  of  the  District  adjacent  to  Ammanford  is  intermittent 
and  the  Board  (on  which  this  Council  is  represented)  have 
submitted  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  a Scheme  for  im 
proving  the  supply  by  laying  new  plains  and  constructing; 
service  reservoirs. 

Brynamman  and  District  is  supplied  with  piped  water 
which  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  after  collection  from  I he 
Nantgarw  and  from  Springs  on  the  Black  Mountain.  Residents 
in  the  high  levels,  particularly  on  Llandilo  Road,  complained 
of  shortage  of  water  at  peak  draw  off  periods  and  the  Council 
commenced  to  lay  a larger  main  from  the  filter  house  and  to 
interconnect  several  existing  mains. 

Cefnbr}nbrain,  Cwmllynfell  and  Ystradowen  are  provided 
with  a piped  supply  from  the  reservoir  at  Ccfnbrynbrain 
where  it  is  chlorinated  prior  to  delivery.  Water  is  supplied 
in  bulk  to  adjacent  areas  in  Ystradgynlais  Rural  District. 

There  are  several  sources  of  supply  serving  the  Parish 
of  Bettws  but  during  the  dry  Summer  of  1947  these  proved 
inadeejuate.  None  of  the  supplies  is  treated  in  any  way. 

The  Council  have  considered  proposals  for  obtaining  a 
bulk  supply  from  the  Loughor  Joint  Water  Board  and  for 
discontinuing  the  use  of  existmg  sources  of  supply. 


LLANDILO  NORTH  SUB-DISTRICT. 

Water  is  obtained  from  ihe  mains  of  the  Llandilo  Urban 
District  Council  to  supply  Ffairfach  and  Cefntiresgob  in  the 
Parish  of  Llandilo  Rural. 

Trapp  and  parts  of  the  Parish  of  Llanfihangel  Aber 
bythich  (Carmel,  Stag  and  Pheasant,  Milo)  are  provided  with 
water  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Llanelly  Rural  District 
Council. 
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The  I'ollowing  villages  have  piped  water  supply  which, 
though  satisl'actory  in  quality  is  of  insullicient  quantity  during 
times  of  dry  weather  : — 

Talley,  Llansawel,  Nantgaredig  and  Cothi  Bridge,  Llan- 
fynydd. 


Wells,  Pipes  and  standpipes  are  maintained  by  the 
Council  at  the  following  places  : — 

Dryslwyn,  Tirdomcn,  Broad  Oak,  Llangathen. 

Court  Henri,  Penybank,  Felingwm,  Gurrey  Bank. 

Penrhiw,  Golden  Grove,  Llanegwad. 

A Scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  Brechfa  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Council  and  approved  by  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health. 


LLANDOVERY  SUB-DISTRICT. 

Llangadock  and  Bethlehem  are  provided  with  piped  water 
from  Council  Springs  and  parts  of  Llanddeusant  and  Gwynfe 
are  supplied  from  the  main  of  the  Llanelly  Rural  District 
Council. 


A Scheme  for  the  suijply  of  water  to  Halfway  N^illage 
has  been  prepared  in  conjunction  with  the  Brecknock  Rural 
District  Council. 


During  the  year  under  review,  a report  was  received 
from  the  Consulting  Engineer  appointed  by  the  County  Council 
to  consider  water  supplies  for  the  County.  He  suggested  that 
the  whole  of  Llandilo  Rural  District  below  600  ft.  O.D'., 
together  with  other  parts  of  Carmarthenshire,  should  bo 
sui>plied  with  water  from  the  River,  Towy  and  that  intake* 
works,  treatment  plant,  etc.,  be  installed  below  Nantgaredig 
for  this  purpose.  The  Scheme,  together  with  other  possible 
sources,  is  being  considered  by  the  Council. 


The  Council  are  urged  to  take  what  steps  they  can  to 
expedite  the  provision  of  piped  water  to  the  rural  villages. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

LLANDEBIE  PARISH. 

Schemes  are  being  prepared  by  tlie  Council  lor  laying 
sewers  in  Penygroes,  Capel  Ilcndrc,  Blaenau  and  Caerbryn. 
Cwmgvvili  and  parts  of  the  Gale  Distric’L  are  being  provided 
for  in  Schemes  under  preparation  by  the  Llanelly  Rural 
District  Council. 

BETTWS  PARISH. 

Those  parts  of  Bettvvs  adjacent  to  the  boundaries  of 
Ammanford  are  in  dire  need  of  sewers.  A Scheme  has  been 
prepared  for  laying  sewers  to  connect  to  those  of  Ammanford 
Urban  District  Council.  Your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
reported  that  the  numerous  complaints  received  from  the  in- 
habitants of  this  area  of  nuisance  caused  by  the  continual 
burial  of  the  contents  of  pail  latrines  are  justifiable  in  that 
the  garden  areas  are  rather  small  and  the  nature  of  the  soil 
adverse  to  this  practice  of  burial  over  a lengthy  period.  'Phe 
introduction  of  the  night-cart  system  has  been  given  careful 
consideration,  but  in  all  the  circumstances,  it  was  recommended 
that  householders  in  this  area  be  urged  to  continue  burial  in 
a systematic  manner  until  the  above-mentioned  sewerage 
scheme  is  carried  out. 

QUARTER  BACH. 

Brynamman  area  is  almost  completely  sewered,  the 
effluent  being  treated  at  the  Works  of  the  Amman  Valley 
Joint  Sewerage  Board.  Steps  should  be  taken,  however,  to 
lay  sewers  in  Rhosamman.  Parts  of  Cefnbrynbrain  and 
Ystradowen  have  sewers  which  discharge  to  rivers  without 
proper  treatment.  A Scheme  has  been  prepared,  but  details 
of  the  apportionment  of  various  costs  have  yet  to  be  settled 
between  your  Council  and  the  Pontardawe  and  Ystradgynlais 
Councils  to  whose  sewers  the  effluent  will  be  taken.  This 
Scheme  should  be  put  into  operation  at  an  early  date. 

LLANDILO  NORTH  SUB-DISTRICT. 

There  are  few  sewers  in  this  Sub-District  but  schemes 
are  being  prepared  to  cater  for  Efairfach,  Rhosmaen  and 
Llansawel. 

There  is  a sewer  and  treatment  works  at  Carmel  but 
the  present  works  are  inadequate  and  the  Council  are  recomm- 
ended to  construct  new  works  at  a point  below  Temple  Bar 
so  that  other  properties  can  connect. 
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LLANDOVERY  SUB-DISTRICT. 

There  is  no  system  of  public  sewers  in  this  area.  It 
is  recommended  that  sewerage  schemes  be  prepared  immed- 
iately for  Llangadock  and  for  Llanwrda  Village. 

In  the  South  Sub-District  the  majority  of  houses  are 
connected  to  the  Council’s  sewers.  Where  houses  are  not  so 
connected  and  an  adequate  water-supply  and  sewer  are  avail* 
able,  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  taking  the  necessary  action 
to  enforce  the  provision  of  satisfactory 'house  drainage. 

The  position  in  the  North  Sub-District,  however,  is  far 
from  being  satisfactory.  Certain  of  the  houses,  but  compar- 
atively very  few,  have  waterclosets  connected  to  a cesspool. 
In  the  main,  however,  house  drainage  is  crude  and  most  un- 
satisfactory, the  effluent  being  discharged  into  the  nearest 
stream  or  roadside  gutter.  Complaints  of  nuisance,  as  a 
result  of  such  a practice,  are  received  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  from  time  to  time.  The  position  cannot  easily  be 
improved,  however,  until  those  villages  are  adequately  sewered. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  process  of  substituting  water  closets  for  pail  closets 
wherever  adequate  water  supplies  and  sewers  are  available  is 
progressing  satisfactorily.  Thirty-one  conservancy  systems 
were  converted  to  water-carriage  systems  during  the  period 
1947-1948. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Public  conveniences  are  urgently  required  at  Llangadock, 
Ffairfach,  Penybank  (Ammanford),  Brynamman  and  Ystrad- 
•owen,  and  the  Council  are  recommended  to  erect  suitable 
buildings  as  soon  as  conditions  allow. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Report  the  Council  have  purchased 
a refuse  collection  vehicle  and  the  refuse  from  the  Llandilo 
South  Sub-District  is  collected  by  direct  labour  and  disposed 
of  by  controlled  tipping  on  sites  at  Cefnbrynbrain  and  Pen- 
ygroes.  The  system  is  working  satisfactorily  and  should  be 
extended  to  cover  the  Rural  Villages,  where  the  existing 
method  of  collection  by  contract  is  unsatisfactory,  as  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  contractors  and  to  control  their  tipping. 
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INDISCRIMINATE  DUMPING  OP  REFUSE. 

Numerous  complaints  of  indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse 
in  streams  and  on  waste  land  have  been  received  by  your  San- 
itary Inspectors  from  time  to  time.  In  an  effort  to  educate  the 
public  against  such  unhygienic  practices,  instructional  and  warn- 
ing notices  arc  sent  to  the  inhabitants  living  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  such  dumps,  and  conspicuous  potices  are  erected  on 
the  sites  concerned.  In  the  event  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors 
actually  witnessing  such  an  offence,  it  would  be  reasonable  and 
probably  wise  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  the 
defaulter. 

ANIMAL  CARCASES. 


As  a result  of  the  blizzard  in  the  Spring  of  1947,  more 
than  1000  sheep  carcasses  and  12  pony  carcasses  found  on 
common  land  and  in  streams  had  to  be  disposed  of.  The 
burying  of  the  carcasses  was  carried  out  by  squads  of  Prisoners 
of  War  working  under  the  dii-ection  and  supervision  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


Treatments. 

1947 

1918 

Dwelling  Houses 

347 

366 

Business  Premises 

4 

5 

Refuse  Dumps 

15 

13 

Drains  and  Sewers 

39 

46 

River  Banks,  etc. 

42 

40 

TOTAL 

447 

470 

Rats  Killed 

4897 

5164 

In  addition  to  the  operations  tabulated  above,  four 
maintenance  treatments  for  rats  in  sewers  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  period  1947 — 1948.  Each  such  treatment  has 
indicated  that  the  Council’s  trunk  sewers  are  practically  free 
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from  infestation.  High  counts  have  been  noted,  however,  in 
the  smaller  sewerage  systems  in  the  area.  The  poisons  used 
are  arsenic  and  zinc  phosphate.  In  order  to  minimise  the  risk 
of  accident  to  humans  or  animals,  a list  of  instructions  has 
been  drawn  up  by  your  Rodent  Ollicer  and  handed  to  each  of 
the  Rodent  Operators  for  their  information.  Some  of  the  main 
points  covered  are  as  follows  : — 

(i)  Poison  to  be  kept  in  a locked  cupboard  when  not 
in  use  and  to  be  kept  in  a dry  place  well  Iremoved  from  all 
foodstuffs. 

(ii)  Number  of  baiting  points  in  each  operation  to  be 
carefully  marked. 

(iii)  The  day  following  the  poison  operation,  aU  un- 
taken baits  and  all  dead  rats  to  be  collected  and  isafely/ 
disposed  of. 

(iv)  All  poison  baits  placed  in  or  pear  animal  or 
poultry  houses,  or  in  the  hedgerows,  etc.,  in  the  country,  must 
be  carefully  protected. 

(v)  On  no  account  shall  poison  pr  poison  bait  be  handed 
to  any  person  for  any  purpose  whatsoever. 

SCHOOLS. 

During  the  period  1947—1948,  16  routine  inspections  of 
Schools  and  School  Canteens  were  made.  Abominable  con- 
ditions were  found  at  one  of  these,  viz.,  Ceinbrynbrain  County 
Primary  School.  The  common  flush  tank,  serving  about  seven 
water  closets  had  broken  down.  The  results  of  such  a 
calamity  need  not  be  described;  they  can  be  imagined.  Reports 
were  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  the 
suggestion  that  a separate  Hush  tank  be  provided  for  each 
water  closet  apartment.  This  suggestion  was  accepted  and 
the  work  duly  carried  out. 

PIGGERIES. 

Tenants  of  Council  Houses  who  are  desirous  of  erecting 
a i)ig-sty  must  apply  in  writmg  to  the  Council.  Each  applic- 
ation is  then  considered  on  its  merits.  In  order  to  have  a 
measure  of  control  over  such  sties  when  erected,  a list  of 
regulations  has  been  drawn  up,  and  applicants  must  sign  a 
certificate  agreeing  to  abide  strictly  by  such  regulations,  before 
permission  to  erect  a sty  is  granted.  The  regulations  re- 
ferred to  are  set  out  below  : — 
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Regulations  Governing  the  Keeping  of  Pigs 
on  Council  Property. 

1.  CONSTRUCTION. 

Pig-sty  to  be  constructed  and  sited  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector. 


2.  CLEANLINESS. 

(a)  Floors,  walls  and  trough  to  be  cleaned  by  washing 
at  least  once  daily. 

(b)  Manure  to  be  removed  daily  and  disposed  of  in 
such  a manner  as  to  prevent  nuisance. 

(c)  Floors  to  be  drained  to  c.xternal,  water-tight,  cov- 
ered tank  (approximate  18  ins.  x 24  ins.),  such  tank  to  be 
emptied  at  regular  inlervals  and  sludge  disposed  of  in  such  a 
place  and  manner  as  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  nuisancOi 
arising. 

(d)  Internal  walls  to  be  limewashed  at  least  once  in 
every  six  months. 


3.  SALTING. 

In  no  circumstances  shall  salting  be  carried  out  within 
the  house.  The  process  of  salting  must  be  performed  in  a 
suitable  outbuilding. 


4.  DEMOLITION  OF  STY. 

The  Pig-sty  shall  be  demolished — 

(a)  immediately,  if  the  Council  is  satisfied  on  a report 

from  their  Sanitary  Insi^ector,  that  the  above  regulations  are 
not  being  complied  with,  and 

(n)  in  any  case,  immediately  the  present  food  em- 
ergency ends. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


There  are  now  no  Private  Slaughterhouses  in  use  as  such 
within  your  area. 

Many  cottager’s  pigs  have  been  slaughtered  in  the 
period  under  review,  but  over  these  your  Inspectors  have  no 
jurisdiction. 

Koutine  inspections  ol  food  premises,  i.e.,  food  pre- 
paring premises  and  shops  where  foods  are  offered  for  sale, 
continue  to  be  made. 

The  following  foods  were  condemned  by  your  Sanitary 
' Inspectors,  all  having  been  voluntarily  surrendered  ; — 


Nature  of  Food 

Reason  for 
Condemnation 

Amount 

1947 

1948 

Dried  Fruit 

Decomposed 

53  lb. 

32  lb. 

Tinned  Foods 

Blown,  damaged 
and  rusted  tins  ... 

81  Tins 

92  Tins 

Bacon 

Decomposed 

21  lb. 

26Jlb. 

Pudding  Mixture 

Infested  with  flour 
mites 

12Jlb. 

Slab  Cake 

Contaminated  by 
rats  in  transit 

00 

O' 

• 

Meat  (Shoulder-lamb 

Decomposed 

3 lb. 

Butter 

Rancid 

61  lb. 

Cheese 

Decomposed 

7ilb. 

In  the  case  of  condemned  bacon,  ham,  butter  and  cheese, 
a condemnation  certificate  is  granted  and  the  products  re- 
turned to  the  dealers  through  ordinary  trade  channels.  Other 
foodstuffs  which  are  unfit  for  human  consumption  arc  collected 
and  buried  in  the  Council’s  refuse  dumps. 
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NEW  LEGISLATION. 

Regulations  are  now  in  I'orce  ior  the  more  stringent 
control  of  Ice-Cream.  These  arc  “'Fhe  Ice-Cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.),  Regulations,  1947  and  1948. 

Henceforth,  traders  will  be  sharply  divided  into  three 
classes  : — 

(i)  Manufacturers  of  Ice-Cream  by  hot  mix  process. 

(ii)  Manufacturers  of  ice-cream  by  cold  mix  process 
using  complete  cold  mix  powder. 

(iii)  Retailers  of  ready  frozen  ice-cream  prepared  by 
other  manufacturers  and  made  ready  for  sale  either  in  a pre- 
packed form  or  service  from  bulk. 

A Memorandum,  setting  out  in  detail  the  provisions  of 
the  Regulations  as  they  apply  to  each  of  the  above  classes, 
together  with  a printed  copy  of  the  full  provisions  of  the 
Regulations  are  now  in  course  of  preparation  and  when  com- 
pleted, will  be  circulated  to  all  persons  in  the  ice-cream  trade 
in  your  area. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 


No.  of  Inspections. 


Nature  of  Inspections. 

1947 

1918 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

89 

77 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises 

31 

42 

Water  Supplies 

76 

110 

Drainage 

59 

47 

Piggeries 

23 

19 

Refuse  Tips 

32 

39 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

37 

43 

Factories  and  Workshops 

11 

12 

Schools 

6 

10 

Nuisances  (dwelling-houses) 

97 

102 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  ... 

2 

1 
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Number  ol'  Statulory  Notices  served  1947 — 1948  ...  67. 

Legal  proceedings  were  resorted  to  in  the  case  of  four 
owners  who  failed  to  comply  with  Abatement  Notices  served 
on  them.  Court  Ordei's  were  made  in  all  four  cases  and  '.the 
repairs  to  the  houses  were  thereafter  carried  out  in  a (Satisfact- 
ory manner. 

HOUSING. 


Prior  to  1946,  the 
following  areas. 


Ystradowen 

...  16 

Brynamman 

...  36 

Bettws 

...  8 

Penygroes 

...  20 

Saron 

...  12 

Llandcbie 

...  32 

Penybanc 

...  2 

During  the  period  under 
eight  houses  were  commenced 

Ffairfach 

Saron 

Llandcbie 

Bettws 

Pontargothi 

Llansawel 

Carmel 

Brynamman 

Bonllwyn 

Glynmoch 

Hcolddu 

Talley 

Llangadock 

Tygroesfach 

Penygroes 

Penybank 

Rhosmaen 


owned  156  houses  in  the 


Carmel  ...  6 

Ffairfach  ...  8 

Dryslwyn  ...  2 

Nantgaredig  ...  4 

Pumpsaint  ...  2 

Llanwrda  ...  2 

Llangadock  ...  6 


review,  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
in  the  following  districts  : — 

1946-47.  1948. 

...  24 

...  20 
...  22 
...  10 
...  6 
...  6 
...  6 

...  6 12 

16 
6 
4 
4 
12 
8 
14 
16 
6 

100  98 
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Fifty  of  these  houses  were  occupied  in  1947  and  48 
in  1948. 

A comprehensive  scheme  of  new  houses  for  the  whole 
district  is  under  consideration,  but  as  you  are  aware,  dilficulty 
is  experienced  in  obtaining  sites  in  Rural  Areas  where  satis- 
factory water  supplies  and  sewerage  facilities  are  available. 


The  ex-army  camp  in  Dynevor  Park,  Llandilo,  has  been 
taken  over  and  adapted  for  housing  purposes.  Twenty-two 
families  are  housed  there  and  seven  families  in  requisitioned 
property. 

ALLOCATION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

Council  Houses  are  allocated  in  accordance  with  a points 
Scheme.  Much  time  and  attention  is  devoted  to  this  important 
business  and  on  the  whole,  it  can  be  said  that  the  method  of 
allocation  is  proving  quite  satisfactory. 


ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT.  1936. 
(PERIOD  1947—1948). 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  (Section  9)  ...  27 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

by  owners  after  service  of  formal  notice  (Section  9)  21 


3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  6 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  reconstructed  as  a result 

of  action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  5 

5.  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demol- 

ition Orders  ...  4 

6.  Number  of  Notices  served  in  respect  of  dwelling  houses 

overcrowded  (Section  66  (2))  ...  1 


7.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  overcrowding  was 
abated  after  service  of  formal  notice 


1 
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8.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

9.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 
fit  ...  1 


The  owner  of  three  of  the  premises  referred  to  in  (3)  above  has 
appealed  to  the  County  Couit  against  the  “reasonableness”  of 
the  cost  incurred  in  repairing  these  properties.  The  appeals 
in  each  case  will  be  heard  at  the  County  Court,  Ammanford, 
early  in  1949.  The  results  of  these  appeals  are  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  Council  and  further  reference  will  be  made 
to  this  matter  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1949. 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 


A Survey  of  all  the  houses  in  your  area  was  commenced 
in  June,  1945,  and  completed  towards  the  end  of  1946.  From 
the  data  derived  from  this  survey,  statistical  records  have  been 
compiled  which  should  prove  of  the  utmost  value. 


All  houses  were  placed  in  one  of  five  categories,  the 
choice  of  category  depending  upon  the  following,  viz.: 

Category  1 ...  Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Category  2 ...  Requiring  minor  repairs. 

Category  3 ...  Requiring  repairs,  structural  alterations,  or 

improvements. 

Category  4 ...  Ajjpropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act. 

Category  5 ...  Unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of 

repair  at  a reasonable  cost. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  housing  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  three  Sub-Districts  of  your  area  : — 


)l 


Category  : 


Sub-District. 

No.  i 
House,'  1 
Inspected  j 

1 

2 

1 

3 1 

1 

4 1 

5 

Llanciilo  South 

1 

1 

Sub-District 

...|  3371  1 

1 1 

689 

1450 

932  1 

1 

107  1 

193 

Llandilo  North 

1 1 

1 

1 

Sub-District 

...|  2028  1 

1 1 

153 

170 

1177  1 

1 

179  1 

349 

Llandovery 

1 1 

1 

1 

Sub-District 

...|  1743 

1 1 

49 

59 

867  1 

1 

399  1 

369 

TOTAL 

1 1 

...|  7142 

1 1 

891 

1679 

1 

2976  1 

1 

685  1 

911 

Alhtough  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  direeted  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  structural  condition  of  housesi. 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  included  in  their  records,  the 
extent  of  overcrowding  (legal)  which  prevails. 

That  the  determination  of  legal  overcrowding  might  be 
fully  understood,  we  venture  to  quote  at  this  stage  of  lour 
Report,  extracts  from  the  Fifth  Schedule  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  ; 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936-FIFTH  SCHEDULE. 

Number  of  Persons  permitted  to  use  a House  for  sleeping  : 

For  the  purpose  of  Part  IV.  of  this  Act,  “the  permitted 
number  of  i3ersons’’  meansi,  in  relation  to  any  dwelling  house, 
cither — 

(a)  the  number  specified  in  t'.e  second  column  of  Table 
I in  the  annex  hereto  in  relalion  to  a house  consisting  of  the 
number  of  rooms  of  which  that  house  consists,  or 

(b)  the  aggregate  for  all  the  rooms  in  the  house  ob- 
tained by  reckonings  for  each  room  therein  of  the  floor  area 
specified  in  the  first  column  of  Table  H in  the  annex  hereto, 
the  number  specified  in  the  second  column  of  that  Table  in 
relation  to  that  area. 


Whichever  is  the  less. 
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Table 
had  to 

Provided  that  in  computing  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
I.  the  number  of  rooms  in  a house,  no  regard  shall  be 
any  room  having  a lloor  area  of  less  than  50  square  ft. 

ANNEX. 

TABLE  I. 

Where 

a house  consists  of — 

Persons. 

(a) 

One  room 

2 

(b) 

Two  rooms 

3 

(c) 

Three  rooms 

5 

(d) 

Four  rooms 

7 5 

(c) 

Five  rooms  or  more 

10 

With  an  additional  2 in 
respect  of  each  room  in 
excess  of  five. 

TABLE  11. 

Where 

the  floor  of  a room  is — 

Persons. 

(a) 

110  sq.  ft.  or  more 

2 

(b) 

90  sq.  ft.  or  more  but  less 
than  110  sq.  ft. 

(c) 

70  sq.  ft.  or  more  but  less 
than  90  sq.  ft. 

1 

(d) 

50  sq.  ft.  or  more  but  less 
than  70  sq.  ft. 

1_ 

(e) 

Under  50  sq.  ft. 

Nil. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  directions,  the  extent  of 
overcrowding  in  your  area  was  ascertained  : — 


Sub-District. 

No.  Houses 

No.  Houses  o/q  Over- 

Inspected.  ( 

Dvercrowde 

d.  crowding 

Llandilo  South 

Sub-District 

3371 

32 

0.94 

Llandilo  North 

Sub-District 

2028 

30 

1.40 

Llandovery 

Sub-District 

1743 

29 

1.60 

TOTAL 

7142 

91 

1.3 

The  above  figures,  although  indicating  the  position  with 
regard  to  legal  overcrowding  in  your  area,  are,  nevertheless, 
not  figures  which  paint  a true  picture  of  the  circumstances. 
We  look  ahead,  and  with  some  impatience,  to  the  time  when 
the  overcrowding  sections  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  are 
ammended,  and  bedroom  accommodation  only,  becomes  the  basis 
for  ascertaining  the  degree  of  overcrowding  in  dwelling  houses, 

CONCLUSION. 

The  past  two  years  have  been  extremely  busy  ones,  and 
it  is  sincerely  felt  that  good  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
sphere  of  environmental  hygiene. 


We  have  the  honour  to  remain. 


Your  obedient  servants. 


H.  D.  WALTERS. 

I.  KING  THOMAS, 
MYRDDIN  J.  EVANS, 

Medical  Officers  of  Health 


September  27th,  1949. 


. 


I 


( 


